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PREFATORY NOTE 


This is the twenty-first of a series of reports issued by the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics which present results ‘obtained, from enumerative 
sample surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. Field operations of: ‘the 
survey, from which this report was prepared were under the direction of the 
State Agricultural Statisticians. 


The series of surveys include collections of information on wages and 
wage rates of all workers hired on a national. sample of farms during specified 
weeks of the year. This report presents the information obtained in the fifth 
of these national surveys and covers the week of January 5-11, 1947.. In addi- 
tion to reports on the national surveys, earlier reports wére issued on wages 
of seasonal labor in 1945 in special crop areas of various States. — 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF FARM WORKERS, UNITED ~ 
STATES AND MAJOR REGIONS, JANUARY 1947 


SUMMARY 


Average hourly earnings of hired farm workers were a little more than 
a third higher in January 1947 than in March 1945, the most nearly comparable 
period available, The increase was largest in the South, where it amounted to 
more than 50 percent, and smallest in the West, Actual hourly cash earnings 
averaged 75 cents in the West where they were highest and 39 cents in the 
North Central region where they were lowest. Cash earnings do not include the 
value of perquisites which are more important as an additional source of income 
for hired farm workers in the North Central region than in any other, 


Hired farm workers in regions in which dairying is most important 
averaged a longer work week than those in other parts of the country in Janu- 
ary 1947, In these regions, the Northeast and East North Central, hired farm 
workers averaged about 50 hours a week, or about 8 hours a day for 6 days. 
Hours per day averaged about 7.5 for the rest of the country, In the West 
North Central region hired farm workers put in nearly 6 days a week because of 
the importance of caring for livestock, In the South and West average hours 
work per week on the reporting farm were lowest, Hired workers averaged a 
little less than 5 days a week in the South and a little more than ? days in 
the West. 


About half of the hired farm workers in the United States in January 
1947 had cash earnings of 2 to 5 dollars a day. Nearly a fifth earned less 
than $2 a day. The North Central region had the largest proportion (a fourth) 
of workers earning less than $2 a day. However, most of these workers probably 
received additional nay in the form of a house, room and board or in the case 
of relatives, a share of the farm profits. In the West, nearly two-thirds of » 
the hired farm workers earned more than $5 a day and a fifth made $8 a day or 
More, 


Weekly cash earnings on the reporting farm were lowest in the South, 
Here more than two-thirds of the male hired farm workers had average weekly cash 
wages of less than $20 compared with the West where about a fourth of the 
workers earned less than $20 a week, Low earnings in the South were due not 
only to lower wage rates than in other parts of the country but to fewer ge 
of work per week, 


The types of wage rates most commonly used for niring farm workers vary 
from region to region because of differences in type of workers and in kind of 
work, In New England and the North Central regions, where farm work in Janu- 
ary was very largely with livestock and poultry and where many of the workers 
are hired for the season, monthly and weekly rates were used for most of the 
workers. In the South, where work in January was of a more irregular nature, 
per day rates were most common. In the West monthly rates, rates per hour and 


piece-rates were equally important in January and together were paid to more ; 


than three-fourths of the hired workers, Harvest operations in southern Cali- 
fornia and Arizona and ranch work in much of the rest of the region governed 


the type of wage rate used. 
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These regions have from 3.5 to 4 times as many hired futur anskere rear ee 
‘period as.in January. The seasonal variation in number. of farms. using hirec 

a was less than. that for ie number of mae workerge Only half: as m : 


only about 15 percent in the pended bf greatest hired farm sipiepnented Mine 
the harvest Boater | however, half of the. farms with hired Oe Kaeae only 


farms. ‘in es ' No hired Labor was rauented for lily percent of he’ tees 

less than 75 man—-days on another 34 percent, A third of the total man-days 
of hired labor was used on farms with 1,000 or more man-days in ee 
q Terms | were: only 2 ‘percent’ of the total naniber of farms. 
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ae ese 4 ferrin made up more -than see ‘the total nired fan ce 
in January, During ‘the summer and fall harvest season they were only a ‘fit 
of the total number a) hired farm workers. es | ae 2 Ve ae 
‘Women make up a very small part of ihe workers hired. for (eae Wore in 
winter-tt percent in ete he Two~thirds of these women eS employed in the — 
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Be It vdeeee 4947 pide a thirds of tna faved fee cauiees in es North. 

east and North Central: regions were related to the farm operator. In the © 
Northeast about a fourth and in the North Central about a fifth of the total 
hired farm workers were sons or daughters, In the South and West only about 
ne cones of ee oe farm non ete were Rel tas. to the Oper ENOTES 
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| ofked by them ‘during the ee a Sansaey oes aoe It gives also the 
lumber. and kind, of hired farm workers and the “nunber of farms using hired labor, 
a Jor emphasis’ an this. report. is on. comparisons’ of employment of wage rates by 
eographic divisions, ° tn some. cases, comparisons. are presented for all past | Ai 
urveys (March, “May, and. ‘September 1945, July 1946, and January 1947), although 
itis: doubtful - whether , in general, direct comparisons can be made with any one 
of the earlier surveys because of differences in the seasons covered. The sur- 
ey for the week of March 18-24, 1945 covered the most nearly comparable period 
d some comparison in the level of wages and wage rates is possible. The data 
‘esented for the various survey dates do, however, throw light on the size of 
€asonal. variations in farm wages and hired farm employment — one of the objec- 
‘ives of these. BUTE Ee. 


During the second week of January, frequent snows, sleet, and abnormally 
cold weather, with freezing temperatures extending to southern PeSe ‘Limited 
‘arm work mainly to chores. Except for the coastal area of the Pacific States, Mk 
‘southern California and Arizona, and the area south of a line from southern _ la 
New Jersey southwest to the Big Bend section of Texas, the country was, blanket- ee 
1d with snow, Zero temperatures occurred almost daily in the North Central and 
Rocky Mountain States and in. the Great Plains States as far south as. southern 
New Mexico and central Texas, Weather was more favorable in the South Atlantic 
‘ ard East Gulf Coast States. Some field work was in progress. in the more south- i 
ern parts of the country. Citrus picking was important in Florida, Texas, aay 
Arizona, and California, Commercial winter vegetables were also ‘being harvested 
in these States but harvest was slowed in Texas and Arizona by cold weather, ee 
‘Some. field work in preparation for planting spring truck crops was in progress : 
the South Atlantic one Guif acon, States. . Nes pile on. which hired’: 


“the burley area, ona harvesting corn in the EUs Central States. 


HOURLY veisha\ ipnanaaseiene act teen 


Hourly eatnines hi ehoy shi 2 years’ ago. ae cardia ho 
earnings of hired farm workers, for the country as a C thee were a Ta tt 


than a third higher in January 1947 than in March 1945, This indicated in 
crease since 1945 probably is greater than it would have been had data been BS 
available for January 1945,° The March 1945 average earnings could reasonably _ 
be expected to be less than. in January of 1945 because of a greater proportion 
of workers in the South, where lower wage rates prevail in March. Also the! 
number of field hands increase:in.the South, Average hourly earnings” in Janu- 
ary 1947 were the same as in Ben Peerer aed and a little higher than alkalis 
July 1946. 


In all regions except the ae oie hourly cash! eet: 
less than the average for the country as a whole in January 1947. Earnings phe 
the West were more than 50 percent higher than in any other ices onee 


Hourly wages were the lowest of any region in the North Central States 
in January 1947, They were also the lowest in-March of 1945, the other season 
in which field work was slack and hired hands mostly regular workers receiving © 
perquisites. In the North Central States hourly earnings were above the! 
national average in the September 1945 survey, the season when most seasonal — 
workers are hired, and they were nearly up to the average in the July 1946 s' rv 
However, in the South the reverse was true. During the busiest seasons, 
cotton chopoing time in spring and cotton picking time in autumn, hourly 
earnings in the South were farther below the United States average than at. 
any other time, During these seasons many women and children are employed and 
this. lowers: average hourly earnings, In the Northeast, hourly cash wages '. 
were slightly less than the national average except se the planting and 
harvesting seasons when they were a little higher, Hourly cash earnings in 
the West were about half larger than the United States average a in March 
and May 1945 when they were three-fourths larger. 


Half of workers earn eweents or more per neuen (Table 4) In January 19 
-about half of the male hired farm workers in the United States, excluding crew — 
and custom workers, earned 45 cents per hour or more and about a fourth earned — 
65 cents or more, About a third of the workers earned less than 35 cents. In 
July of 1946 the hired workers earning over 45 cents and those earning less 
than 35 cents each made up about 40 percent of the-total, ‘At that time, 
however, only 17 percent of the workers were receiving 65 cents or more. The 
change in distribution from July 1946 is due mostly to a decrease in the per— 
centage of workers earning 25 to 45 cents an hour and an increase in the per— 
centage receiving 75 cents or more, The changes indicate that with the sharp 
decrease in the total number of hired workers the number of those receiving ~ 
higher rates declined less than the nuwnber of those receiving 2% to 45 cents. 


A comparison of the distributions of workers by hourly earnings in 
January 1947. shows that no: two regions are alike and that only cue di stribw 
that for the North Central States, is similac to tne distributions for the’ 
United States, In the North Central States the greatest concentration of wo 
ers was in the 15 to 55-cent area, in the Northeast 15 to 65 cent area, and — 
in the West, the 75 to 105 cent area. A little more than two-thirds of the 
workers fell in these grouns in the Northeast and the North Central States 
and about half in the West. In the, South, ‘the distribution showed a greater 
tendency for earnings to group around a central value than in any other ‘region. 
This area of concentration was the same as in the North CORtEEL from Y 3 
27 cents, but arena marct 80 percent of the workers. 
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a ce Fverc4. in January: show- a much: cred ot proportion, of workers “patting: in 


Comparisons: of. lgtatwaités! cas: of: Duper by hourly wages‘ for: January: 1947 


and ‘July 1946. show a marked shift... in;the South and an cven greater. shift: in: 
the. West. The proportions: of; workers who-receive 75° cents’ or more in the West 


and-65 cents or more. im: the South increased in January 1947, This is PyOnna 
due to two factors... The main reason-is: that, the-more highly paid seasonal - 
workers employed. in- the: commercial vegetable. and citrus: enterprises in both - 
South and West‘made up'a larger: proportion of total hired employment. in January 
than in July because: of: the. decrease ini numbers of. other workers. It is also 
possible.that the- regular workers ‘employed in January and in July and earning 


more than 65 or. 75 cents: Dek hour have: Sa a tain than those Panu 
less, set tn eee ged Ba an gh: 


ES oe ae hired. Hee ay some means ‘of. comparing | ae ie 
ee positions of.farm workers and ‘industrial workers although certain dirfe1 
ences between the-:two types of information. must-be- kept in mind, Hourly earnings 
of hired farm-workers. vary much greater. seas sonally than do those of industrial 
workers, - Wage: ‘rates, hours worked, number of workers, and proportion: employed 
at different wage rates change a Bad deal more from month to month for. hired 
farm work than in industry. Weekly earnings also differ in that a much larger 
“proportion of hired farm workers, especially. seasonal workers, may work on 
more than one farm during ‘the:survey week, or they may. work less than a full 
week because » of weather-conditions, In addition renorted earnings of hired. 


farm workers do not include tha yalue of perquisites which, in some oem. 


an ene part of the total Meee pea tee 


me. WORKED, DAILY sane WOEELY EARNINGS 


a ae Work week ee Lh: ee areas.: ieee ey ea Pr voreere phameeee 
Pah: 66 hours of work per week in the florthonast: and the East North Central. 
States early‘in January, In both these aréas,. dairying which requires work © 


ae days a week is a major enterprise. Hired.workers averaged.a little more: than 


8 hours of work a day for about 6 days a week, The work week in the West North 
Central States was a little shorter ‘due mainly :to a-workday-of 7.5 hours. 
Livestock care in this region held the average days- worked per week to nearly 


i 6 days... In the South atid the West°hired workers put in about the same number of 


days per week,- ~ Hours hr Geb worked per wee: were - potae in ebe ‘East South 


Central States. 


‘Ih all regions. age fae Moats daiped er oe Vaveed more a per 


week in January than in any season covered by previous surveys, The absence of 


harvest operations, which often: require short~ time seasonal workers and tend 
to lower ave rage hours ‘and days worked per week, was. the .main reason for more 


days -per week,’ Many, of: the: workers in January were: hired for jobs which were 


not seasonal and not affected by weather . conditions. | In the West total hired 
-employnent was, still heavily weighted with seasonal . workers. in California. and 
rizona. Days worked per week have averaged less in surveys taken. during the 


harvest season than for any other season except in the West where there was 


In ttle«seasonal.. difference, Hired farm workers average. fewer days. work per 
week during harvest season because Of..a larger. FEA DOn TG OF of ra latins workers 
sd aor i plea ae scan a NEE ECPM) lege uh aN : A ae ‘ * 
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This was. true’ TntaLi: Mee pene the country, although a 
of workers in the Northeast and the North Central region wor 
Epree About two-fifths of the workers. ia the Northeast worked ¢ 


In the North Central region about a third of the nied uy workers) were ork 
ing 60 hours or whore a week in January, This group. of workers amounted to _ fits 
63 percent of thé total in March, 68 percent in May, 53 percent in July and 
61 percent in September, A much smaller proportion. of. the hired farm. hands. 
worked 60 hours or more’ in ‘the South’ than in any. other region. However, here 
too the ‘percentage was smallest in winter, Ee percent, The spring surveys | 
found between a fourth and a fifth of the hired farm workers in the 60 omnes Bere 
per week class and the July and September surveys a slightly smaller prenout tae e 
than in spring. In the West the percentage of workers putting in 60 hours or. 
more a week ranged from Lo ‘to 46 percent except - in January when only 15 percent, 
fell in this class. The shift in distribution of hired workers from the 60 or 
more hour group was to the 50-59 and” 35-9 hour. group in the Northeast and . 
the North Central regions. In the South and ' the West the shift was an the 2 
oe hour ETOUDe eee uty Ne Be | 
Half of workers éarn $2 to $5 a day. tse eRe hens Gane 1947, about 
a half of the individual hired farm workers ie Ge United States received ps mil 
to 5‘dollars a day. Nearly a third of the workers earned more than $5 a day. 
and nearly a fifth ‘less than go, Distribution of workers by daily earnings ve 
ed considerably by geographic regions. In the Northeast and North Central 
regions the distributions were more similar to that for the country, as a whol 
A little less than half of the hired farm workers in the Northeast earned 
between 2 and 5 dollars a day, a little more than, a third more than $5, and a 
fifth earned léss than $2, In the North Central regions a little more than ha 
of the workers: fell in the 2-to 5~dollar group. . More workers in the North. 
Central region received less than $2 a day than in any. other region, a fourth, 
while a fifth earned more than 955 . 
In the South’ the proportion: of workers. who received more than $5 a Ase 
in cash wages was about the same as in the North Central region but a smaller 
proportion, 17 percent received less than $o a day Nearly two-thirds of the . 
workers fell in the 2-to 5 dollar daily earnings group. The proportion of . 
workers earning less than 2 dollars was smaller in the South than in the : 
Northeast and North Central regions because regular workers with additional — 
perquisites made up a smaller proportion of’ the total workers in the South, | 


The West stands Dy itselfcin comparison: of daily acrinee by rest 
Only’ 5 percent of the hired farm'workers. in January 1947 received less than — 
$2 a'day and nearly two-thirds earned more than $5 a day. A fifth of the w 
ers made $8 or more a day and 5 percent $10 or more, Cash wage rates in ‘the 
West, particularly the Pacific Coast States, have always been higher eee AS 
other | parts of the country. 4 


A fourth of hired farts workers ea earned less than vaio a week, (Table ) 
In January 1947, a fourth of the mén én working for wages on farms in the Unit 2 
States received less than $10 in cash for a week!s work, ee Little. more than ; 
fourth made $10 to $20 while the fourth of the workers making the largest 
wages earned $30 or more, “Only 11 percent averaged more than $ho per week ie 
A good many hired farm workers, however, receive a house and other privil 
or room and board, Some are nenibers of the operator's family and they. m 


mer casts, only rs) pene 


‘ f 
y cash: earings | were lowest in ‘ees South, Here more’ than two- 
thirds: of ‘the’ male’ hired workers earned less than $20 a week with about half 
of this group getting less than $10, Very’ few workers. made more than $35. 
vow weekiy earnings in the South are’ due to lower than average wage rates and 
fewer: “hours. of work than in other Bae of the celeste : 


In the’ North Centre” region distributions of workers by earnings were 
Similar to those for the country as a whole, except for a higher percentage 
of workers in the 20-to. 29 dollar class anda smaller proportion in the group 
réceiving more than $40. In the Northeast a smaller vroportion of workers’ 
' fell in the group earning less than $20 than for the national total. and‘a. 
somewhat larger.percentagze in the: 20-to 39-dollar weekly earnings groups 
Weekly earnings in the West followed a different pattern than in other regions. 
pe rniogs of $35%a week or more were réceived by about half of the male hired 
“workers not employed in “crews. -A’ Little less oss a fourth of the worker's made 
less than $20 a week, i nae war? partes oe 


WAGE RATES PAID HIRED ae WORKERS 


Day rates more common in the South. (ae 13) The most common ae of 

‘rate for hired farm workers in the. South in January 1947 was the day rate. 
Nearly a half of the workers were paid’ by this method, Daily wage rates cover- 

ed half of the workers in the South Central region but only a little more than 

a third in the South Atlantic region. Hourly rates were more important in 

'- this region, whére about a fourth of the workers were hired on this basis, than 
in the remainder of the South, Harvest operations which were. in progress. in 
-Plorida helped to increase the proportion of workers paid day rates..: In the 
North Central States monthly rates were paid to 40 percent of the hired workers, 
Weekly, daily, and hourly rates were of less importance, Weekly rates were: 
paid to 40 percent of the hired workers in the Northeast and monthly rates to 
' 39 percent, Hourly rates were the next most important, In the West monthly, 
“hourly, and piece rates were about equally important as types of wage. rates 
for hired farm labor in January. Per hour and piecework rates were used .. 
largely for seasonal harvest work in California and southern Arizona and 

ee aly Fates were used for regular workers aha Pon eey of ue) Miele 


’ Types of wage rates most eannen iss used vary ne seasons as. well.as, by’ 

hie ‘Yegions. They aré chiefly détermined by the type of work done and the type of 
“worker employed, In the Northeast, for instance, surveys made since 1945 show 
that during the winter and spring months ver month and per week rates are most 
‘important. During this. time of year about two-thirds of the hired farm work— 
ers are hired to work for the whole’ year or-for. the. crop season. Work con- 
pacsts mainly of care of livestock and poultry and. some soil. eeesarah lt and. 
“plenting ore in the SpPAne. ; 


Been ads of renee of wage ratés used show’ het for. the eevee 
‘country weekly rates in January 1947 were’ used for a'‘slightly greater propor-— 
tion of farm workers ‘than in’March LOS: when it: might be expected that ‘the 

_ type of work would be about the same as in January. ‘This shift toward. great— 
“er use of weekly rates of vay for hired farm workers was evident in all 
gions but it was more pronounced’ in:‘the North Cantral region. Inthe South and 
st the somewhat larger proportién of workers paid.weekly rates in-vanuary 
47 than in March 1945 was probably due mainly to differences in work done. 


i : ; ao . ¥ 

curing the Hered ke season Gam 1946 and September 1945, surveys) in the 
Northeast the proportion of workers receiving monthly and weekly rates was 
only about half that in the winter and early spring. (January 1947, March and 
May 1945 surveys.) The actual number vrobably remained about the same but the 
addition of many seasonal workers decreased the proportion of workers paid by | 
the month or week, Per hour and piece rates became more important during the 
harvest scason. These rates are commonly used to pay workers hired for only 
short periods of time. Farmers hire people to do a particular job and they 
use a method of payment which makes it possible to vay for actual work done, 
Piece rates were a little more important in the fall when many of the fruit 
and vegetable crops of the region were harvested. Hourly rates were of great- 
est importance during the summer period for harvest of grains and hay. 


In the North Central States monthly rates were most common except . . 
during the peak of harvest work in late July, Agricultural operations in this 
region because of the crops grown and the family—type farm are such that 
s€asonal short-time Inbor is not so important as in most other regions of the 7 
country. Many farmers do all or most of their work themselves with the help 
of their families. Labor is usually hired on these farms only for very short s 
special jobs. Many other mid-Western farms which raise livestock need hired » 
help during the entire year, In the North Central States, to a- large extent ye 
crops. are those that can be handled by machinery and thus require very little 
hand oe for which short-time seasonal hired workers are used. 


Ovonthly rates accounted for 40 to 47 percent of the ied workers in the 
winter and spring in the North Central region in the periods covered by the 
surveys. Monthly rates were least imoortant in July when they were used for | 
about a fifth of the hired farm workers but they were increasingly important . 
again in the early fall. In the fall they were used for between a fourth and a 
third of all workers, Weekly rates were used for about 10 percent or less of 
the workers hired in most seasons, except in January O47, . as mentioned . 
earlier, Rates per day were used for almost a fourth of the hired farm work- . 
ers in spring and summer but ‘in fall and winter they were used for only about 
15 percent, - Hourly rates were used most often in summer and fall. In the 
July survey, they were the most important rate. Piece rates were not used to. 
any great extent except in the fall when harvest of fruit and truck crops was 
in progress. In July a considerable proportion of the hired farm workers 
were paid custon rates-rates which included payment for the use of machinery 
in addition to sie der Most of these workers were enenece” in wheat harvesting. 


In 446 Bouhh: day rates were -the most common method of paying hired labor 
except during cotton picking. . During’ the more or less slack season from d 
January through March mearly half of the hired farm workers were vaid day rates. 4 
In May and July nearly two-thirds of the hired hands were paid by the day but ot 
in the fall, only about a fourth were so paid. Paying for cotton picking on 


a piece-rate basis was largely responsible for the fact that a little more. s 
than half of the South's hired farm workers were vaid piece rates at the time L a 
of the September 1945 survey. Hourly rates were paid to about a fifth of the ~ 3 
hired farm workers in this region in all seasons except fall. Monthly and ae 


weekly rates were not especially common. Each were used for less than 10 
percent: of the hired farm workers at all times of the year except January. 
Even for this date neither method covered more than 14 percent. of ys total 
‘number of hired workers. 


ee eer 


Ww ely Waze rates aveugeeh: Lee se piety) used in the South than 

¢ ind the. North: Central’ States, mainly, ‘because of the differ-. ~ 

in, tyne - of. agriculture and ‘the’ share cropper ‘system, As livestock pro~ 

_ duction, | especially. dairying and. poult try: raising, are. secondary: enterprises in 
much. of the: South,“ workers are not needed. every day as. in the Northeast and 
North Central: regions, Ih these’ areas, farmers often: hire workers by the week: 
or month beeause they have work for them every day regardless of weather 
conditions, and also because it is a method.of being sure of a:supply of labor 
when the ‘need is‘ greatest. -In the South the’ share cropoer system helps to =. - 

_give-assurance of a supply Of labor during» peak, needs.- The share cropper - 

i receives his house and in many ‘ckses credit for food and clothing. -He “is 

_ expected to work on the plantation operator's crop when he hi not At on his 
own, i; ; Bidet 


See Monthin rates are important in the West ite ‘much Tees so ‘thar im then 
Northeast and:North Central regions, During the winter and spring a fifth to 
a fourth of. the hired’ farm workers were paid monthly rates, Weekly rates were 
- seldom used...Monthly rates in the West are the common method of. paying: cow- . 
_hands.and sheepherders who can be kept busy most of the time, .Much hired 
labor in the- West is used’ for’ cultivation and harvest of specialty crops; like 
truck crops, fruit, berries, and sugar beets, .which are usually short - seasonal 
jobs. Western: farmers in general . make use of a less stable labor. supply than © 
those. in other regions: of ‘the country. — They ao not employ as large a percentage 
of regular year~round workers nor do they have share croppers as a basis for 
their labor supply. | They depend to a greater extent on the migrant worker, 
who moves from anea to aréa end from crop to ‘erop, to fiil their need for BLE DE 
on many, short-time UOnss . 


f % Gio iy antes were widely: used in the West in all seasons, - During late 

_ spring,. summer, and early fall’ they accounted for nearly hajf of the. hired. farm: 
workers. In sarly- spring they. accounted for, neatly two- thirds of, the workers 

ee see in. winter. petween'a. fourth anda third, Piece work rates were paid to a 

considerable number’ of workers during all Seasons, “except during the ° low: point 
of hired: farm employment in-éarly spring. ig Aerecet ga pare these 
rates was about-a eas in” eee uenn ers. 
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| ‘Larger eR OE! Morken a" receive méals in wititer. - (fable 1) a some 
what larger proportion of hired farm workers received meals in addition to cash 
wages in January than during any of the other. seasons cevered by. previous surveys, 
However, even in January, a little: legs than a third of all hired workers in 
the entire country received two or more meals a day. The practice of eo ee 
meals to hired ‘workers..was most common - in the North Central region where about . 
half of. the hired workers received, meals during. winter and spring. . During 
unmec. and fall when a larger proportion of seasonal workers were: employed tee 
onortion of workers receiving meals dropped slightly. _ The: “pattern in the - 
_ Northeast. was much the same as in the North Central States. but at.a slightly: 
lower level. In the South and’ West, meals were furnished to a small Seton 
workers, with the eisai Parr aNGe?, receiving meals in.January ‘ane, the. 
llest: in- falhe ass eres 


Ne ioral winter: A ae season néarly half of the Gi tea fe arm workers in 
> South were furnighed separate houses in addition to cash wages, In the )-" 
east and North Central regions about a fourth of the hired laborers received - 
es during: the winter and spring. In all these regions the proportion, ‘Ol 
workers receiving houses ne opped Guring the summer, and, fale eo. 7 ane eae 


is 
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‘Inthe | west) hired workers having. Goi: 
Baa number of workers an all sonyer e 


for those workers paid monthly or weekly rates, without meals. These work 


without: meals. 


little less than a ‘third. of the Waintee: in. July 1946, These. sae are very 


Florida very ‘little field wont was in | Progress. in January. 


production Caaeianed the fey for. iced: Leia men! here, ‘the nunbe: 


ieee NA HEN ON A 
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receive houses as ae of ‘the share aoe rete aya they, are ‘also co 
receiving a house when doing hired work for the plantation operator, 


The practice of furnishing aban amindmys eteceth addit 
cash wages followed, by regions and by seasons, the. same pattern as that of 
furnishing meals. This is because meals”: are! msnee ite a eles to those 1 
who receive lodging. 


most commonly wale to regu Tone lar hired farm workers.in Pee Loe were o lowte a 
in July 1946 in the North Central region and the West but higher in the Nort 


east and South, Changes. in rates per month with and without meals and rate 
Be withou ut neals are Al raat Rs to apvraise. Ordinarily hie oe are” 


secth: where farm wage ratee have reste been lower pas in other arts 
oo. nes Nai a. 


‘Earnings “highest for rates benny pat seasonal woreane) (Table 
In all régions except the South, piece rates and per hour rates without m 


gave workers the largest hourly earnings, This has been the usual relatos a 
in previous surveys. In the South Atlantic States, workers paid piece rates 
had oe earnings as large as those ee by « ae Wie without meals bes a 


rates ‘because of a larger proportion of nonwhite We reees in the group ; ae 
daily or hourly rates, However, weekly ‘earnings in most cases were greate: 


put in more working time per week than did workers paid day or hour rates _ 


_ NUMBER OF HIRED ‘FARM WORE, JANUARY sal, 1947 


‘Third. 28 many hired workers | bah January as in July, (tate ee the! 
ly the nee and low scasonal Dodi for hired farm employment, With the 


ts 


showed the greatest seasonal a In these regions there were on 


little more than a fourth as many hired workers. asin the peak period, Bh: 


shown by previous surveys. In the West, hired employment in January was 
third of what, it nade in the. peak period for new FOerOn in Septedhens as 


BOEESTS, was only’ 38 percent of the number in” July at Ba ee 


i Janunry. 1967 rhe. South had a little more than 40 percent: of: the. 

ion! Ss hired farm’ ‘workers, This: was ‘A. little smaller proportion than: ie 
“previous surveys” for other seasons, when hired employment EM GN OU GIES aa 
accounted for from about half to a little more than half of the United States 
| total, The proportion of the’ total number of hired workers in the Northeast 
was the’ largest’ for ay season but it amounted to only. 13 percent, About a 
fourth of the country's hired workers were employed. in the North Central. States 
in Sumer’. “This was about the same percentage as in July but more than in any 
other season. The West's share of hired farm workers in January was a fifth. 


aa proportion remained fairly: steady for all seasons except for a slight drop 
nJuly.-: * 


‘Less pegeonal variation in farms with. hired labor ran) in sil ourente The 
number of farms: with hired labor decreased less than did hired employment. from 
the “summer peak to the winter low. For the entire country there were a little: 
more +han half ‘as many farms with hired labor in ‘January as in July. In. the . - 
West the number of farms on which hired labor was used in January was about 
two-thirds of the number in July but. the same as in March 1945, The seasonal . 
low in the West’ generally comes sometime between January and March. ‘The | 
decrease in the number of farms in the Northeast from the peak was only a little 
_ smaller than in the West. In the North Central region and the South the number 
of farms Mare bined: Labor was down to slightly less than half the summer peak. 


The South and the North Central regions together had aheut the same 
proportion of the number of farms using hired farm workers at all. survey dates. 
The. two regions together generally have nearly three-fourths of the farms on. 
which’ hired labor is, used... In July each region had about the same proportion. 
of hired: farm workers but at all other seasons the larger proportion was in ° 
the South with, the greatest differences in May and September, © The Northeast. 
and the West. had about the same proportion of farms with hired labor in each 
region at all seasons of the year.but in January, they had a ety, tees 
De inortion: 


« Greater. percentage of hired farm workers on farms with one worker in 
January. (Table 21) Farms with only one’ hired farm worker had a greater pro~ 


se portion of the total hired farm workers in winter than at any other time of the 
year covered by previous surveys in this series. . The number, of. farms. using | 

~ only’ one worker were also a larger part of the total. number of. farms. in ey 
Nation with hired workers. In the Northeast, in January, 70. percent; of the: 
farms with hired workers had one worker but employed only. 40 percent of the total 
maberof hired workers for the region, The’ vrovortion of farms with one 

_ worker and the proportion of the total number of workers on these farms de~ — 
clined as the season progressed, By summer and fall, during the period. of 
atest activity on farms, less than 20 percent of the region's hired workers 
e on farms with one worker but these farms still ‘made up a little more. 

then half of the farms with hired labor. On the other hand, farms with more, 
than theee hired workers accounted for ve percent of the farms with hired labor 
and: 30: nercent of the workers in January, but in the fall they were 20 percent 

: the ene farns and, had 64 percent of the hired farm workers. ae 


i me: ase of farms with one hired worker and. the petcentage of ad él 
orkers on these farms was highest in. January and decreased to a low at the. 
son of Peak employment in all regions. However, there were large variations 
In, the. Noxth Central aes farms with only one hired ‘worker 
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In July and September the proportion of Pars wit 1€ wo 
thirds to three fourths of the total and the wnuiy 02) j 
farns aes to about a third of the total. 


Spe and spring and to about 10 Ee enens of the total, aE ‘summer and fall, 
Workers on these farms made up 12 percent of the total in January and increased ig 
to nearly a fifth in May, then jumped to nearly a half in summer ae awe wn 


more of the farms ° on which hired tee was used in the summer and fall. cheses 
fourths of the hired farm workers were employed on these farms, A little more ore 
than half of the hired workers in the South were employed on farms with more 
than three hired workers in the spring and 43 percent in winter. The proportion 
of farms with more than three hired workers was 12 percent in January and it 
increased to 18 percent in May, The proportion of one worker farms in the oes 
South decreased from 62 percent in winter to about a third in summer and fall 
but remained at half or more during the spring months, Hired workers on these 
farms accounted for less than 10 percent of the total for the South during the — 
summer and fall, about a fifth in the spring, and a little more than a fourth . 
in ees 


A larger proportion of hired farm workers were employed on farms with | 
three or more workers in the West than in any other region, More than half ches 
number of hired farm workers were used on these farms at all survey dates. the - 
proportion increased from the low of a little more than half in January to 82 
percent in the fall, The proportion of the total number of farms with hired 
labor increased from 12 percent in winter to nearly a third in fall, The 
number of farms with one hired worker was half or more of the total number Of) 
farms with Hired labor at'the spring and winter dates and it dropped. to only a 
little less than half during the harvest SEASON. | Hired workers on these ee ee 


or Hain in summer and fall. ’ 


Most farmers use little or no hired labor. (Table 22) During 1946 no 
hired labor was used on 44 percent of the farms in the country and less than 
nS man—day s of hired labor were used on another 34 percent. The group of farms” 
with less than 75 man-days of labor used less than a tenth of the total: ‘man—days 
of hired labor, About a third of the total time put in at hired farm work was 
on farms using 1,000 or more man-days of hired labor. These farms made up 
only 2 percent of the total number of farmse 


The aoe ies of fares reporting no hired labor used eta 1946 was 
largest in the Northeast and the South and it was about the same in each of 

regions. <A slightly smaller proportion of farms in the North Central region 
the West. reported no hired labor in 1946 with the smallest proportion in the 
West. In the North Central region and the South, farms with no hired labor lus 
those with less than 75 days were more than three-fourths. of the total number 
of farms, In the. Northeast they amounted to nearly three-fourths and ata’ the ms 
‘West almost two-thirds. By regions, as for the United States, a third or ‘more 
of the man-days of hired labor were used on farms with 1,000 or more man—days — 
of hired labor, except*in the North Central region, In this region, the..2r 
of farms on which 250 to 499 man—days of hired labor were used accounted or 
cnearly a third of the total hired labor time. 13 oe 


mea 2 ed! 


ta As ae are. ee ee nee to. sampling error but bey. can be largely | 

_ explained by the fact that men-days of hired labor in 1946 were reported:in the 

pe uly 1946 survey on the basis of hired labor used up to July and the pare 
‘OL een ee expected: ro Mex used pee tne the- remainder of the year. 

ey CHARACTERISEICS OF: ED FARM MQRRERS.. “SAN. 5211. Lt 

! Rigs rane workeue: or tinal We workers | in January. ‘(Table 240 ei gen 
eral, much farm work in winter-is. such that. little hired labor is required or 

when -requiréd ‘is needed: steadily. The winter and early spring surveys indicate 

this by showing that regular workers made up more than half of the total farm 

employment. As field work starts, regular workers begin to make up a smaller 

_ proportion of the total. They were less than half of the total number of hired 

_ farm workers in May. During the summer and fall harvest seasons regular hired 

_ workers amounted to only a fifth of the total number employed, In actual 

numbers, regular workers remained at a fairky even level during the entire year 
in comparison with seasonal workers, They reached their peak number in March 

‘ and then dropped off during the1rest:of the year, reaching a low point in January. 

P20 many cases, regular workers are not hired until planting begins in.spring 

ea .and they are kept only until harvest is completed. In January, however, more 

Bt than three-fourths of the regular workers were expected to be employ et more 

>. aoe 300 days canine 1947. 


The Huber of seasonal workers fluctuated widely from less than a half 

_ millica in January to more than two and a half million in July and September, 

the harvest season, The largest proportion of seasonal workers were hired for 
pa ess than 75 days or were crew workers. 


Gea Few women hired for farm work in _winter, (Table 26) Women are not an 
important source of hired ferm labor during winter and early spring. They account- 
ed for only 4 percent of: the hired farm workers in the country in January and 

9 percent in March, In July they were a little more than a fifth of the hired- 
_ worke~ total and in September about a fourth, Women are generally hired for 
work in cultivation and harvest of crop, especially fruit, truck crops, and 
cotton, Chopoing and picking cotton are probably the most common jobs for 1 
” Other specific work for which women are hired are harvesting and pack~ 
Wing fruit and berries, Boca nes ee weeding, and harvesting truck wim and 
ecm sugar beets. 


Women are more’ Pee hined for farm work in the South than in any 
other region. About two-thirds of the women who were hired in January and 
_ Septemter, about three-fourths in July and a little more than three-fourths 
“in March and May. were in the South. In March, May, and Sentember, nearly three— 
mr ths of these women hired farm-workers in the South were nonwhite, Nonwhite 
men were between a half and two-thirds of the total number of women hired for 
3m wowl: in July and a little less than a half in January. The West was the 
‘ial moss acim region, in the use. of women hired farm workers. About twice 


_ Many hired workers related to the farm operator. (Table 28) In Januray 

about a third of the hired farm workers in the Northeast and the North 

‘al cogicn were related to the farm operator, As more workers are hired 

- the year the proportion of related hired workérs decreased, It was 

fourth or a little more in each of these regions at the time of the 

ng surveys, During. harvest related workers made ‘up about-15 pércent of 
farm workers in the Northeast and about 20 percent in the North 
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., the Northeast. However, children of the operator were a little more than half 
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Pa si ovate ve 
In voth South and West the percentage of related hired farm wi s 
< to 12. percent, ere Mae seas <i Apatite (et Aha) Soe Deyo eed gas a eater eT Tat) ATTN A = 


fa ts 


i .lp* the Noneheeatd heoae eee iene aoa up a little more than, xe half 
to three-fourths of the hired farm workers related to the operator — in © 
various seasons’ of the year. Sons and: daughters did not make up as large a 


proportion of the related hired farm workers in the North Central region as in 


of the related workers except for the .July survey. Sons and daughters in ec 
South and West made up only 2 to 4 percent of the total number of hired farm 
workers at. aa, season of Mos yeare a 
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Table 1. <Averege hourly cash wages of hired farm Pore eie United States and 
regions, specified dates _ ; al 


Table 2. Average aes cash wages of hired farm workers by race in the: South 


Table 3. Average hourly cash wages of hired farm workers on farms with hired 
labor used in 1946, by expected duration of employment in LON ee 
United States and major regions, January 1947 


Table 4, Distribution of male hired farm workers, by hourly cash wages, United 
States and major regions, January 5-11, 1947 — 


Table ee Average cash wages earned and time worked by hired farm workers, 
United States and major regions, specified dates 


Table 6. Average cash wages earned and time worked by hired farm workers, by 
expected duration of employment in 1947, United States and major — 
regions, January 1947 


Table: 7.» Average cash Wages carned and time worked by hired farm None ‘b 
seis race and sex, United States and the South, January 1947 - 


Table 8, ce souer ne wages earned and tine worked: by hired farm oak 
relationship to farm operator, United States and major regions, 
January 1947 . 


Table 9, Average cash wages earned and time worked for regular and seasonal _ 
hired farm workers, by number of hired workers employed on Tarms se 


United States and major regions, January 1947 ° 


Table 10, Distribution of hired farm workers by hours worked on the reporting 
| farm, United States and major regions, January 5-11, 1947 : 


Table 11, Distribution of male hired farm workers, by daily cash wages earn 
United States and major Teel One eee) eget 1947 ~ 


Table 12. Distrivution of male hired farm workers, by weekly cash wages ¢ 
. on reporting farm, ee States and major regions, Hie. a F 


Table 13, Distribution of hired: farm workers, by type of wage | rate, Unite 
Ms States and major regions, Wein 5-11, pe Kea 
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| Dyatribution of ESS and eeucanat hired farm workers, by specified 
pate itens received, United States and major regions, 2 5— 


fe ae rates of ed! farm workers by type of wage tae 
VEARee: States ae major regions, specified dates, 


‘Table 17. hee cash wages and fours worked by type of wage rate, United 
3 “States and major regions, Perey s-11, 1947 | 


Table 18. Average cash wages and hours “worked for: regular hired oe ‘workers 
"Nea _ paid specified types of wage, rates, United States. and: major regions, 
epéctiied dates. : ‘ 

fable 19, Average cash wages and hours worked for.seasonal hired farm workers 
ote | paid specified types of wage “rates, United States and major regions, 
ope et dates. hos Mae kana SUMMON cuca ek May AC 
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Farms with hired“labor and number of hired farm workers employed , 
United States and major reefohs, specified dates, 


Distribution of farms with feted labor, and.of Wied farm woreeeee by 
number of workers employed, United States and major regions, Jane 1947, 
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Disieibation of all farms, farms with hired labor and their. hired 
farm workers in January 1947, by man—days of hired labor used on 
farms in 1946, United States and major Renee: ; 
Pidteeribation of ‘hired farm yee ea onented dude eion of. err OvRIGEE 
on the reporting farm in 1947, United PrANEs specified dates. 
Distribution of” nied’ farh eo ear oe Seectea duration of employment 
- on Report tne farn: in q9Hr, D United States. and major teeuenS January 1947 


_ Number ona ee cea ‘Of drew: i apes ‘custom Hired pene workers, United 
States and major Beene January Sell, 1947 


Distribution of hired farm vouleese by race, and ‘Sex, United States. -and 
"major casa specified dates, 


Distribution of hired farm workers Aa race. and ‘sex, United States. and 
major regions, January 5-11, 1947. co 


Distribution of hired farm workers by relationship to farm operator, 
United States and major regions, January 5-11, 1947 © 


Distribution of regular and seasonal hired workers on farms by number 
of hired workers employed on the farm, United States and major regions, 


January 5~11, 1947 


‘Distribution of regular and seasonal hired farm workers in January 1947 
by man—days of hired labor used in 1946 on the reporting farm, United 
wabates end ma jor regions. 
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1 - 249 man-cays” : ; 43 37 47 60 
250 ~ 499 man-days * : ree 40 ‘ 38: , 51. 99 
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farms with hired labor in 1946 ‘ 
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United States 
January 5-11, 1947 
July 14-20, 1946." 
September 16-22, 1945 
May 20-26, 1945:. 
March 18-24, 1945 


_ Northeast 

January 5-11, 1947 

July 14420, 1946 

_ September 16-22, 1945 
May 20-26, 1945 
March 18-24, 1946 


Etorth Central . 

- January 5-11, 1947 
July 1420, 1946 
September 16-22, 1945 
May 20-26, 1945. 
March 18-24, 1945 
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CPEB ane EL EMA oak Ria: rane Moe ash wages carned : ~~» dame worked 
: January 5-11, 1947: (ope ect 
: me: ing f£ : on reporting farm 
Area and duration of employment | ‘— (on Zeportane aot - +e : : 6 = : 
:Hourly: Daily :Weekly‘per day iper_ week sper _wec 
Mmm ee a oo ibis a CO ame 
United States sre ep i j 
gular workers s 0.47 3.70 9260, 7.9 6.1 
300 days or more 3 047 Bp. 70 4.00 ° 7.9 6.4 3 
150 — 299 days : HAGy., (Go 00) WaOaro! outed. 4,8 
Seasonal workers Seabees Ge 60 Milas (Os lee 3.9 
75 - 149 days 65h, 53650 oelS. 50. Sad 3.8 
Less than 75 days LAB Spor bh or On ulteO 325. 
Crew workers : \ 3 SN: ( ebO a CaS One ke on: 303 
( Workers with days unspecified 2/ : 52 3.90 18,80 7.5 4,8 
Northeast ; fads ae he ee 
Regular workers g 944 380 924.60 8.5 
S00: days or more ; : 44 3.80 25,00° 8.6 
‘ Seasanal workers 3. Wepe 4,007 16.40" Geoe 
North Central - : pat 
@gular workers Beene | aa kOe. RO Be. 
300 days or mors : oOo SELON 20570) Gee 
Seasonal workers : AD bee Loe PO ie 
East North Central : oe. 
egular workers 3 #36 3.10 =620;10° 8.4 
300 days or more 3 o37- 310 20:80- 8,5 
Seasonal workers 3 7.4 


East South Central 
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able 6, e s.earned and time worked by hired farm 
Table 6, Average cash wages:e United States and major reg 
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240° 7 d000 7212.10- 


West North Central 
egular workers 
300 days or more 
_ Seasonal workers 


South 
Regular workers 
300 days or more 
150 = 299 days 
Seascnal workers 
Crew workers 


340 3:10 20:70 7:8 
.39 3.00 20.60° 7.8 
49 3.30 14.70: 6.8 


543) #8, G00 17790) 2» 25 
BEC ptctaa), 7 whebete) cay fa 
tai essen “tacos 759 
GAG). 239300 MES500; 0% 
583) * 5.00.80, 50-820 
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South Atlantic ” 
egular workers 
300 days or. more 
150 - 299 days 
Seasonal workers’ 
Crew workers 


44 73,30 Oh 19.90". 766 
045 " Ss 40 19.20 i 7 4 
tg - 3.50 15.80 : 8.0 

Le 70. Ree 
ROG 5,00 30620 ’ 8 0 
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Regular workers 
300 days or more 
Seasonal workers 


West South Central 

Regular workers 
300 days or more 

Seasonal workers 


West 


@2 @8 Ge Gc ee %° ge ec © @eo 2 fe @c 


poner workers BC tt os OOM Oo enn a Pee 
00 days or-more 272 260 35.90... 7.7 
ae workers a OO Oe kO wel y OOS. | et) 
,rew workers) te Ol Be OO OL 1001 5.9) pebere 
T/\Fxcluces 21,000 2/ 1% has be that ‘seasonal: 
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Cash wages earned 
Ban cakes Gt Sd bat a aes a Femme Beeb 1947. 
aravea and) Ae — fon neporting fern) 
relationship ; : 


ne “polars” 
United States Sie Si 
Son or daughter : hues bois eeeB0 
Other relative ) ae aie abales Pues 
No relation, noncrew worker gee ree8) 
Crew worker 2/ EB: . | i tis 59.50 


Northeast 
Son or daughter 
Other relative 
No relation, noncrew worker 


North Central 
Son or daughter 
Other relative 
No rela eon noncrew worker 


East North bent sat 
Son or daughter 
Other relative 
No relation, .noncrew worker 


West North Central 
Son or daughter 
Other relative 
ps. relation, noncrew worker 


South 
~ Son or daughter 
Other relative 
No relation, noncrew worker 
Crew worker . 2/ 


West 
Son or daughter 
Other relative 
-- No relation, noncrew worker 
Crew worker 2/ 


as ‘Excludes 21,000 custom workers, 
is 2/ Relationship to farm operator not asked for crew workers, 
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Dollars Dollars | Doliars Dollars 


Month without meals 
United States 
Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 


117.50 119380 |." 208630.) 108,10 99.30 
TIBSHO.” 4 LOG 00 9760/54 «100.00 1: 4) 08 age 
L1G 100° 112 050..) POG reO! ad Ozaa0 peng is 
95.60 81,30 CPE Da ec 25) 265 00 
161,00, 165540: 167.20 5" 167.30) Ha Ses Oo 


Month with meals 
United States 
Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 


78,49 84, 60 76.60 7,40 67.10 eae: 
67-90 66. BO 60.20. . 54,50 55, 90. tae . 
67.70 7oa 30 67.00 65.70 60.50 
63-10 58,60 53.20 45,20 43, 80. 

116.80 134.00 TGOe dt oe 60 121,80 


_ Week without meals 
United States 
Northeast 
North Central 
South 


West 


28.40 2ABBOs 23.20 25.80 
31.40 31, 30 EO: 2 BORGO 
26. 80 27.60 24.90 23.70 
25-90 21.90 15.90 A180 
sh! 356 30 37. 70 36, 00 36. 20 


ce 20 4756 @6© @0© oF ec CR 20 320 08 8 C8 we 08 e828 Cf 06 «8 #8 20 ¥e 


Day without_ ee 
United Sta States 
Northeast ; 
North Central 
South 

West 


BUCO i tg: 8 te 
on B85 ek be l5 
NB SRO ari oN haa 
133,00 2.40 
65 2067 hi4o 


Hour without meals 
United States 
Northeast 
North Central 
South 


o> 3€@ ce ae es ao en re ee 7¢e ao ev a2 ce eo o. 


Average hours 


ot 
ML, s3.per week-~on’. ™ 
Big at ne. reporting farm 
2 ‘Number 
2. 137.50 0052 28-40 54 
3. 28.40 Bae 258 wes 27280 48 
Be een i ABSGO) vi~ 21: 
/ * 78440 035 19.60 Bo ace 
TAO) 4 6e8 | wie7 eed). | “Se 
* . 31.40 259°. 31640 53 
* 8.80 249 14.80 30 
; 065 266 22 «90 34 
Ww h meals, month 1/ * 67.90 - - 28 16 «60 60. 
* 110.00 mans Beto 56 
= 26.80 246 2670 58 
y 3040 051 15.250 50 sia ary Gen 
mete peo): E600 Veake aoe i 
SAM LO. ade: GO Biases 2 
= 26.20 043 26 «10 61 | | ae 
25 AO 250 Pa .S0e eh oeT 
hmeals, month 1/ = 66.30 2B) 16010) BB bs kt eae 
: s, By a | | ¥ 
eOSERO. 048 26.70 55. 
Sg SOO eh bole ONT OT 48S | 
Laan meu e TERI VNG cOOn i 2 be! 
eals, month / | POF ee OMe B2 th UR eD: S64 


9560 044 25090 55 


: * 25.90 261 24670 40 
: cee kG 039 12410 31 
Rese ieee 246 045 13.60. 30 
hg | a eet 2610. 39 


- 63.10 19210 53 
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Table 17o=iverage cash wages and hours worked by type of wage rate, United © 
States and major regions, January 5~ 11, 1947 (Continued ) 


— 


“Average “hour s 


tie, t Average 2. Average $ 
Area and type of rate : wage ¢ cash ae $ per week on 
ean 4 s° rate’ @ Hourly: W eekly & reporting ferm ~~ 
“ ___ Doliars i Number 
South itlantic : 
Without meals : 
Week ¢) Rohe 0069 26530 38 
Day ; 2590 47 11.230 30 
Hour 3 349 248 16 540 34 
Piece rates . - 069 29680 43 
Hast South Central : 
Without meals _ 3 : 
Week 2) 26eae 257 26 650 : 46 
Day : 3620 043 12.80 » 80 
Hour : ie ea <a eGy.. 15 
West South Central 2 
Without meals ‘ 
Month y 108.20 40 a (eomOO. 5 
Day ; 300 sop Besc0 3 
Hour 2 044 643d 12690 5 
West 3 
Without meals 2 : 
Month 2 GAC, e1O: J BIeGOe. = 60 
Week 2.) BiB oOM of. GbqOO.”.'\<"iates 
Day : 6230 o74. ° 35.90 A§ 
Hour 3 o87 989 32 000 36 i 
Piece rates . ns «90 11.40 13 
With meals, month 1/ : 116.80 oe, BeneOhne lee 


V/ These averages are not directly comparable with other line in column 
as meals are provided in addition to the cash wagese : wee 


Note: Average hourly or weekly rates may differ slightly eon their 
corresponding hourly or weekly cash wage equivalent for several reasons: 
(1) Coverage was slightly'differerit as eouivalént wages ‘were ‘computed for 
only workers with time worked reported, (2) weekly wages weré rounded to 
the nearest dollar before computing equivalents, (3) weekly wages some- 
times represented payment for less than a full week's work. 


1 
en 
a) 

| 


ed for regul: farn wale hata 


S Lge: : Ss. ; 
ty) 2S 0 meee : United Stat: and aa cgi: rested Wie 
Wenber-ofc caer ‘Mverage™ er Ae ae if 
-? yvegular hired : PO Cash wages.) Average i 
: workers paid) :— : : hours worked 
3 specified type * Hourly : Weekly 2 «per weck 
eve.) Ae NN ety ES hc hg ra a Dg ee ohn ae Flan cee Hs | 3° 
ay 0 i Member Dollars ~ Nuaber 
: . ; 
onth without meals ae / 
January 5-11, 1947 : 85,000 0.53 BBaGO tere Mies 
July 14-20, 1946 $°.° 133,000 240 26.90 67 
Septenber i622, (1945 t 129,000 o4l: 26,60 i Bee 
1d 20-26 os : 145,000 38 25.10 66. 
3 150, 000 +35 2300 654 
ae ¢ tah ? i ¥ 
acres any 124,000 Kael Oe 20300 BE) 0a aie 
eptember 16-22, 1945 8 156,000 626 18.20 70 
49 : 172,000 oot. 17.10 71 
: 166,000 ee 15:50 69 
$ ay ; bre 
at : 107,000 5B" 29420 50 : 
: Bae 83,000 346 ¢ 27820 ene aX 
be taben 16.22, 1945 e 71,000 o41 eoa70in 1 86 
May 20-26, 1945" $ 91,000 042: -. 25.20 60 
March 18-24, 1945 82,000 636 21,00 69 
Facts 3 . Pa 
we, 1947 , . 78,000 4h", 16,40 40 i 
y 14-20, 1946 ces 139,000 soo 18,40 49%) ie 
September 16-22, 1945 : 116,000 335.005. 17.70 a 
May 20-2, 1945 &/ 211,000 Eo Ren Ek NR ECTS Ye 52. 0 
ial 18.24, 1945 3. 213,000 eGli ys 13,00 $2000. dh 
Hour without neals sae a : h 
‘ gh 78,000 1c Me meu aae oh 8 ATi 
ee fi) 3A ogo: Glen cae BOBO ra ieee Seam ; 
ish) 53,000 665 i 84450 630: 
oe 89,000. Hat: ie ats Readies pg Ble 
of 104, 000 iG Miey 28.70 49 i: 
: ; 
oi anuary 5=11, 1947 H 22,000 wes? 16.60 60 : 
July 14-20, 1946 OR Oli so8 C00 222 16.30 73 f 
oe 16-22, 1945 2 31,000 420). 14,20 71 i 
» 19 ae 829-000 .18 12.50 val 
3 30,000 21g 13.10 71 sy 
lec Beithons heals : ; F 
ope net Part 1947 $ 30,000 258 33; 40 57 j 
if 33,000 252 32% 20 63 \ 
H 21,000 248 30;00 63 : 
ty 27,000 048 29290 62 ‘ 
3 25, 000 042 27210 64 Ay 
$ « 
3 14,000 232 18.60 58 : 
4 24,000 326 17.90 70 : 
y 3 3 20; 000 ° 23 15,30 67 i 
oy 25,000 225 16.50 65 oy 
ti 21,000 +22 14.50 67 ‘ 
Con tinued=-. ca 
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Table piciorle i cash wages and hours worked for regular hired farm ‘workers paid Babi 
-types of wage rates, United States and’ major regions, specified : saa ~~Con'e’ d. 


Se ry ee ee er “oF Eogular ~:~ ~ 7 Everage. Cay ae : Average... 
Afea, type of : hired workers pee 4 _ gash wages HCE ata ane hours 
wage rate, and date : specified type-. : % (Qn Mees womrce 
jae Bie rap of rate “Hourly 3 _ Weeks mee “ per week _ 
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ne Comparability of surv ey autimeeee with. ee vdaiiapie? s atte! c 
five. national enumerative surveys of farm wages and wage: rates in March, 


and September™ ‘1945, July 1946 and. January 1947 are’a new part of poe W 
statistics work in the Bureau of Agricultural. Economics. ‘There are imp t 
differences between the wage data obtained from these surveys and data pre- 
viously available. Major differences are pointed out in this Appendix. — 
detailed discussion of these differences may be found in Appendix A, ‘Report 
No. 16 of the series "Surveys of Wages and Wage Rates. in ae i, 


An important departure hon previous farm wage statistics: in ‘the 
surveys 4s that the information is obtained from farmers by personal inte 
views instead of mail questionnaires and it covers each hired worker employed 
their farms during a specified week, The new surveys also obtain additional — 
information on time worked and cash wages earned during the survey week an 
on Sex, race and other characteristics of, each worker, In the regular BAB 
series on farm wage rates, averages are based on average. wage rates repor tec 
for localities on ‘cron. reporter's nail questionnaires. (Crop reporters are ~ 4 
farmérs who voluntarily make monthly reports to. the BAB). . The regular BAB 
series includes only four types of wage rates——rates per month with and w 
board and rates per day with and without board——-which are used in construc 
of the index of farm wage rates. Reporters are instructed to include avera 
daily SEEMS NS of. piece-rate workers in. ererae day ratese 


lsh 


Because Mbhoardl! is not durinea on the mail questionnaires, average 
rates in the historical series are not precisely comparable with those obtain- 
ed from the new surveys. Also these wage rates cannot be directly comer 
“because of differences in the time period to which they. apply. However, as 
most workers who received two or more regular meals per: day also received — 
lodging or housing, their rates of pay can be used for approximate compar isons 
with the 'with board" rates of the historical series, ‘©  » yr carigel re f 


The employment estimates Wheeonted in this ee: a not been rea sieeee 
to the level of any other series, They are not directly comparable with the 
- present BAE historical series of hired employment because of differences in 
.definitions, differences in sampling and estimating procedures, and differe es- 
in the week to which the estimates relate. Establishment—reported statist fs 
such as those from the new wage surveys, also differ from employment statistics © 

‘derived from a classification of all the population, of the type used in the — 
 ‘eurrent Census labor—force series. Establishment statistics on hired farm - 
“. employment may include a duplicate count of persons who worked for wages on a 


activity. during the week may have been something other than hired farm wor 
which would mean a different classification nf these Ren ae in a ane 


force seriese 


3 . Definitions: In the enumerative surveys of wages a wage rates 
eee on: is obtained as to total time worked and total cash wages: -recei 
during the reporting week by each hired worker employed .on the farms: dur: 
week in addition to the worker's wage rate, The terms "wages" and "wage 
are not interchangeable. 


in a restricted sense or they may 
in the Bureau of Agri cultural 
8 emunerative wage surveys. A List of these terms and definitions of 
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Uae ror tia tara: Some eee eon qooers are employed on more than 
one farm during a week. When this happens the worker's time and earnings 

pyr or the survey week are an incomplete accounting of his total week's 

- employment: and earnings, although the report for each farm in the 

sample is a complete accounting on ‘an ‘establishment basis and the 
bit _ aggregates derived form these reports contain no understatement. Be- 
ss cause data relating to only a part of the week's: employment and wages 
for such workers are included in the compttations for obtaining per 
worker averages, these averages understate what individual workers 
“|* average from all their hired farm work in the week but. they correctly 

’ reflect what workers average on-one farm in a week.. The torm "on the mt 
reporting farm" is used to call attention to this fact. It should it 
also be noted that the worker's employment and earnings relate only 
i to farm work and do not include earnings from any nonfarm work cone if 
“uring the week. © si 


ee egular workers: Regular workers are those the farm operator employed — ue 
or expected to employ for 150 days or more during the year. i) 


Se ere Seasonal workers are those the farm operator employed 
ey to employ less than 150 days during the year. 


Gaston workers: Custom workers are those who furnished machinery or . 
equipment in addition to their labor, Harnings of custom workers. aro) 7 
excluded from averages and distributions because they were paid for v4 
the use of machinery as well as for their labor. ene 


| Crew workers: Crew workers are defined as laborers who work in a group os 
or gang, the same kind of work, and are paid the same wage rate. 
Information as to individual members of crews was not usually available. 


With meals: With meals means two or more regular meals per coy furnished aed 
Me has addition to cash wages. i 


a Without meals; Without meals means that no meals or oe one meal per ae 
day were furnished. . 
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‘a . An area sample. Bie eosing from at one used for previous eee surveys was 
. used a this survey, The new sample was designed primarily to be used for 
general agricultural surveys, It contained 16, 000 farms in 816 counties. _ Mey 
ampling rates were varied in different parts of the country to improve the f 
aes ribdution so that-estimates by major geographic regions could be prepared, 
pa ticularly. on. hired farm labor. Three: different rates were used: 0. 006 percent 
| n the Northeast, the “acific States and ‘Delaware, Maryland and Florida; 0. 0025 

in some of the lareer southern States; 0.003 for all other States, A more . rah. 
detailed statement of the sample design is available in an article, "The Sample 
ign for a National Farm Survey by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics" by 
Ear] Ee Sera Journal of Farm Economics, pe une 1947. 
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| Peetial | Gnamoeueion was supervised by the State Agricultural Statisticians . 
of the BAB. Interviewers were hired and trained for this survey. Many were eee. 
farmers and all had farm backgrounds, Interviewing was started on January 13, Bran 
a ad it. was generally completed in 2 weeks time. Weather conditions delayed i 
ec mpletion of interviewing in some areas. Mee Rt 


Beto Usable schedules were obtained from about 82 percent of all sample farms 
(farms identified as having headquarters within a sample segment). Cards were 
duplicated to account for an additional 4 percent of the sample farms, chiefly 
those not interviewed because. of sub-sampling and failure to reach some 

se ments: decause — bad roads and bad weather, es 


lane survey,.aftcr adjus stnent,. for nonintorviews, i tndteate 


rele by size. groups showed thot most, of the indicated incompleteness 


aroas smaller than major goograohi Le fee the data was divided into ¢ 


-on farms, forms using hirod labor, number of “hired farn workers, oe Cx ry 


.worious tables in this. report have been computed. — In nost cases for c 
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ets of aa ei opi ae in'the Janus 
with ostine stes' of the, total number jee, ‘farms. der 


ere identified in the January Survey than would hove been oxp 
‘egies of ee returns. . However, distributions ‘of the estimated 


moll farnse. As small farms usually omploy: little or no hired jebee a 


ndditionnl incompleteness: Was ignorcds. fil hives tt vers 
+ ¥ Pay Sie) sah 


a Becouse of aifforont gonpline ; ates and a need for ‘sone informatio 
for cxpa ansion SurpOseSe Subld shed tobles are shown OT Census COR: 
regions whorevor possible. The following ta ‘ble gives some of ‘the basic. 


factors by oxpansion SOUNDS. (Seo table we 


The nunbor of } ee workors Posortedl. on the sormole corti’ for tho + ck 
of January 5-11, 1947 varied from 1 ,304 in the South to 649 in tho North Ce 
rogion. . These are the.sample fraquencies from which the averages: shown in 


showing gyvornges, a table is ‘includod which’, contains ae perceatings ae t 
total hired cmployment for workers for each avere BCe. 
aoplied to the number of workers in the semple shown in, ta oa Bl hoe "inal 
the numbor of workers involved. for ony averages Avernces have not beon show 
Maen s ‘tho number of workers in a. Er OUD, wos less thon 258 the 
ocr eyeins tes pasod on sample surveys made by fickd ermmoration’ or 
mailed cuestionnoires are subject to sampling errors Averages for. growls 
which contain small numbers of ‘vorkors have. larger sampling: errors than 
for groups with larger numbers of workers. ‘Similarly, onploynent estimates 
for minor categorics of workers, like women, havo relatively larger sampling © 
errors than those for larger categories. In genoral, ostimated averages Lory iy 
wege rotos, carnings, and time worked shown jn this report have relatively 
smaller sampling errors than have estimates of the numbors of hired workers 
employed. This is true because of the greater variation among farne in; am 
of hired workevs omployed. ‘Numbers of hir od workers vericd from none in the - 
case of almost soven-cights of the farms to nearly 100 hired farm workers .on 
one farn survoyede The average number of hired workers pcr farm was 06235 
the cnso of woge rates, earnings, and time worked, variations of individual © 
workors fron the nverage wore rolatively much smallere . | 
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8, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF FOTATO HARVEST WORKERS ‘ON LONG 
ISLAND, NEW YORK, WEEK BNDED SE PTEMBER 1, Agne 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF - SEASONAL FARM WORKERS AT SELECTED, 
USDA LABOR SUPPLY CZNTERS IN NORTH CENTRAL CALIFORNIA, 
AUGUST-OCTOBER, 1945 7 . oe oe 

10, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN THE is “ ted 

HARVEST OF SELECTED TRUCK CROPS, CALIFORNIA, Tonst aia 

11, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IM on “HAR 1B 7 

OF TOMATOES, BEETS, AND STRAWBERRIES IN SELECTED AREAS ™ 

OF NEW YORK STATE, 1945 
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LABOR SUPPLY CENTERS AT ARVIN, WOODVILLE, AND . 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN SELECTED 
FIELD CROPS, CALIFORNIA, 1945 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF GRAPE HARVEST WORKERS IN CHAUTAUQUA 
AND ERIS COUNTIES, NEW YORK 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FARM WORKERS, UNITED STATES 
AND MAJOR REGIONS, SEPTEMBER 1945 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HARVESTERS OF SPECIAL CROPS IN 
SELECTED AREAS OF 13 STATES, 1945, A STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


PERQUISITSS FURNISHED HIRED FARM WORKERS, UNITED STATES 
AND MAJOR REGIONS, 1945 


“WAGES BY TYP OF FARM AND TYFE OF WORK, UNITED STATES AND 


MAJOR TYPE-OF-—FARMING REGIOIS, 1945 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF FARM WORKERS, UNITED STATES AND 
MAJOR REGIONS, JANUARY 1947 


